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Dear Bible Study Leader, 

 

I am so excited about the privilege of beginning this study of the New Testament and of the life, 

ministry and miracles of our Lord and Savior with you. If you have been through the Old 

Testament with us as a group leader, you need to know that we are now more than halfway 

through our journey through the Bible. If you are just joining us now, welcome, to what I call 

ñThe best books in the Bible!ò 

 

We have surveyed the 39 books of the Old Testament and now come to the challenge of 

surveying the 27 books of the New Testament. In this course, we begin studying the four 

Gospels, which will challenge us to share Godôs Good News. I have often said, ñThis is my 

favorite bookò or ñThis is the best book or section of the Bible.ò I say this frequently because 

they are special favorites when I am studying them. But now when we come to Matthew, Mark, 

Luke, and John, I can honestly, sincerely and emphatically say that we are now coming to the 

heart of the Bible. I can say this because the Bible is all about Jesus, and these little books are the 

biographies of Jesusô life. His life was the greatest revelation of truth the world has ever been 

given (John1:18). Everything Jesus Christ was, everything He said, and everything He did was 

the greatest revelation God has ever given to this world! 

 

I remind you that we are doing a practical devotional survey study of the New Testament.   We 

will only have time to look at some of the key passages.   My prayer is that these studies will 

help you and those you will be leading to get into Godôs Word and get Godôs Word into you 

in a way that will make it possible for wonderful and miraculous things to happen in your 

hearts.    

 

It is so very important for us to study. Paul told his young disciple Timothy to ñéstudy to show 

yourself approved unto God, a workman that will not be ashamed because he was rightly 

teaching the Word of God.ò If we understand the Greek word Paul used for ñstudyò in this 

passage we realize that it means ñto exert yourself, to burn mental energy, to be a workman when 

you study.ò I want to challenge you to read and then study all the New Testament as we survey 

this part of the Bible.  

 

As we read and lead others through the Gospels and the rest of the New Testament we want to 

look for the devotional application of Godôs Good News to our lives. As we study and teach 

others we want to consistently be asking and answering the questions:  

¶ What does this say? (Observation) 

¶ What does it mean? (Interpretation) 

¶ What does this mean to me and to those I am leading? (Application) 

¶ What does it mean to God? (Divine Perspective) 

¶ Where else does the Bible teach this truth? (Correlation)  

 

As we move through this study it is my prayer that you will grow to know Jesus like never 

before and that you will be able to introduce Him to others who desperately need to experience 

the love, grace, and power of His life in their lives.  
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God bless you and make you a blessing to others as you become a workman with no need to be 

ashamed at the judgment seat of Christ because you correctly taught the Word of God. 

 

 

Dick Woodward  

Pastor and Author of Foundations 
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LEADING THE BIBLE STUDY GROUP  

  

Foundations has prepared this devotionally practical survey of the foundational books of the 

Bible. Your role as leader is to guide your group through the study sessions and exercises, 

helping them to understand the truth, discover the eternal principles, and, most importantly, 

apply them to their lives. This is a survey study that will take about three months and is designed 

to be more than just a course. This study is part of a strategic plan to provide you with the tools 

to nurture and grow personally and to help your church grow both spiritually and numerically. 

  

To help you, we have provided the following tools: 

¶ This Leaderôs Guide 

¶ Report forms 

¶ Audio of the LukeïJohn series (Audio Lessons NT 19-30) 

¶ A study booklet on LukeïJohn 

¶ A set of workbooks 

 

Before class 

¶ Personally start inviting people to come to this spiritual banquet. ñóGo to the street 

corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.ô So the servants went out into the 

streets and gathered all the people they could find, both good and bad, and the 

wedding hall was filled with guestsò (Matthew 22:9-10).  

¶ Prepare yourself in prayer for those who will attend. If possible, pray for them by 

name. Only God can change the hearts of people, and prayer is the most powerful 

tool. ñThen Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always 

pray and not give upò (Luke 18:1). 

¶ Ask for help. Do not try to do everything yourself. Invite one or two people to help 

with music, singing, greeting, and keeping records. 

¶ Review the lesson and understand the lesson objective. 

¶ Become familiar with the material; listen, read, and study each lesson and memorize 

the Bible verse before class time.  

¶ Be sure all materials are ready for each class. 

¶ Make sure the meeting area is adequate and comfortable for the class.  

 

During Class 

(Remember to try to keep the class time to one hour and a half.) 

¶ Greet everyone as they arrive. Remember how nice it is when you are welcomed? 

Extend Godôs welcome to all. Have someone serve as the greeter and introduce 

people to one another if they are not already acquainted. 

¶ Open with a time of worship and prayer, asking God to help you and each one 

understand and apply Godôs Word to your lives.  

¶ Recite the memory verse. 

¶ Listen to the audio lesson. 
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¶ Work through the workbook, inviting discussion with a focus on application. We trust 

the questions will raise interesting discussion and understanding that will lead to 

application. If the group is large (more than 10), consider dividing it into smaller 

groups of three or four people to encourage discussion. Be sure to monitor the time 

and be careful that the conversation does not detract from the focus of the lesson and 

the study of Godôs Word. 

¶ Thank all for coming and encourage attendance at the next class. 

¶ Challenge the students to invite others to join the Bible study. 

¶ Encourage the students to memorize the biblical passages of the lessons each week. 

 

After Each Class 

¶ Gather up all materials.  

¶ Restore the meeting room to the proper order. Leave things more orderly than you 

found them. 

¶ Fill out and file report forms.  

¶ If you are meeting in someoneôs home, be sure to thank them for their hospitality. 

 

Special Instructions for Teaching Auditory Learners 

 

It is important to remember that those who cannot read and write learn and retain information 

differently than those of us who are literate. The auditory learners learn from listening and telling 

what they have heard. Illiteracy was not an obstacle in Jesusô day. It is good to remember and 

even tell those in your class that most of the disciples and the majority of the people who first 

shared and spread the Gospel could not read or write. 

 

In many ways, auditory learners have a greater capacity to learn what they hear than we who 

must write something down to remember it. Take the time, therefore, to allow your students to 

hear the Scripture and the lessons, pausing the message and even going back to listen again to a 

portion if it was not understood, and then allow them to respond to questions. When auditory 

learners can ñstory backòðtell in their own words what they have heard and learnedðit 

indicates that they have properly grasped the principle. Therefore, use the study questions to 

guide the study time as they will help in the learning process. Ask the questions out loud and 

encourage all to participate. This will lead them into a deeper understanding of Godôs Word and 

a stronger relationship with His Son, Jesus the Christ. 
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The Manifesto of the Messiah 
 

Chapter 1 

Audio Lesson: New Testament #19 

 

 

   Objective: To introduce the author, the purposes, and the major themes of the Gospel of   

   Luke. 

 

 

       ñThe Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to   

       the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight   

       for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lordôs favor.ò 

ðLuke 4:18-19 (Isaiah 61:1-2) 

 

We have now studied the Gospel of Matthew and will move on through the other Gospels, but 

we will not be specifically studying the book of Mark because everything that is found in Mark 

is also found in the other three Gospels. Now we begin studying the Gospel of Luke, a well-

educated man, a doctor who often traveled with the apostle Paul and learned about the life of 

Jesus from many eyewitnesses. He was not one of the 12 apostles and probably wasnôt even 

Jewish. He was Greek and addressed his Gospel to Theophilusðwhich means ñlover of Godòða 

man who was also Greek. Luke was a gifted writer and wrote a very orderly and accurate history. 
 

Luke is the favorite Gospel of many because its portrayal of the Messiah emphasizes Jesusô 

humanity as the God-Man. It shows His compassion and how He identified Himself with us. All 

the way through Lukeôs Gospel, we see the human touch of Jesus.  

 

Lukeôs Gospel is unique. Many of Jesusô best-known parables, like the stories of the Prodigal 

Son and the Good Samaritan, are found only in Luke. Luke tells us more about the birth and 

early life of Jesus than any other Gospel writer. Luke gives us a description and a mental picture 

of Jesus Christ that contributes so very much to the record of the Son of God and the Son of Man 

as He truly was, and as He really is today. And Luke gives us Christôs manifestoðthe clear 

statement of His mission, the key to the ministry of the Messiah.  
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1. True or false? Luke was one of the 12 disciples. 

 

2. True or false? Luke not only wrote the gospel of Luke, he also wrote the book of Acts. 

 

3. True or false? Luke was not very well educated, and his writings show that he was not a very 

accurate historian. 

 

4. True or false? Jesus said in His ñmanifestoò that He came to preach good news to the poor, to 

set captives free, and to give sight to the blind, but He never really demonstrated these things. 

 

 Unless otherwise noted, choose one answer for each question. 

 

5. Match the following gospels with each oneôs special emphasis on Jesus. 

 a. Matthew (3) 1. Jesus as a servant 

 b. Mark (1) 2. Jesus as God 

 c. Luke (4) 3. Jesus as King 

 d. John (2) 4. Jesus as human 

 

6. What other aspects of Jesusô ministry does Luke emphasize? (choose all that apply) 

 a. Judgment 

 b. Healing 

 c. Social concerns 

 d. Long sermons 

 e. The Holy Spirit 

 

7. What was the Spirit upon Jesus to do? 

 a. To heal, preach, and set people free 

 b. To improve peopleôs income and their standard of living 

 c. To set political prisoners free 

 d. To start a revolution 

 

8. How did Jesus respond to a man whose friends lowered him through a roof to see Jesus? 

 a. He rebuked them for damaging the roof. 

 b. He told them they would have to wait their turn. 

 c. He forgave the manôs sins and then healed him. 

 d. He told the man to repent first, and then he would consider healing him. 

 

9. Why did Jesus heal the man who was lowered through the roof? 

 a. To show he really cared and wanted to cure everyone  

 b. To prove to the friends they had done the right thing 

 c. Actually, He just made it look like a miracle; the man was not paralyzed. 

 d. To prove He was God and had the authority to forgive sin 
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   What aspects of Jesusô ministryðHis healing, preaching, and setting people freeðdo   

   you think you most need to experience right now? Is there anything from which you   

   need to be set free and place before God?  Is there any area of your life that needs to be 

healed?  Is there any aspect of Godôs will and His ways about which you need to learn more? If 

so, what? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Now, is there anyone for whom you need to be a friend and bring them lovingly to Jesus? Who?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Thank God for sending Jesus to show compassion to His people and to free them from   

   the bondage of sin, disease, and darkness. Ask Him to help you understand Him better   

   through this study of Luke and John. Also ask Jesus to meet your needs according to His 

will and to help you meet the needs of others in His name.  
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1. After Jesus declared His manifesto (Luke 4:18), how did He prove that manifesto in Luke 

chapter 5? _____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. In what ways did He practice His manifesto, and who were the poor to whom He preached the 

Good News? ___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. In what ways did He challenge others to participate with Him in the implementation of His 

manifesto? ____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. How does the context in which Jesus gave His discourse about the lost things in chapter 15 

demonstrate His challenging of people to participate with Him in the implementation of His 

manifesto? ____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. How is the Parable of the Unjust Steward (Luke 16) a positive illustration of someone 

accepting His invitation to participate with Him in the implementation of His manifesto? ______ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. How is the story of the Rich Man and Lazarus a negative illustration of that same truth? _____ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. In what ways does Luke demonstrate the humanity of Jesus, the fact that He was a Man as 

well as God? ___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Going Deeper 
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Catch Men 
 

Chapter 2 

Audio Lesson: New Testament #20 

 

 

   Objective: To further explore the Gospel of Luke, to understand Jesusô invitation to   

   partner with Him in ministry, and to understand three parables from Luke 15. 

 

 

       Then Jesus said to Simon, ñDonôt be afraid; from now on you will catch men.ò So   

       they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 

ðLuke 5:10-11 

 

ñRejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep. I tell you that in the same way there will more 

rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do 

not repent.ò 

ðLuke 15:6-7 

 

Jesus proclaims His mission in chapter four, proves it in chapter five, and then practices His 

mission in the rest of the book of Luke. Jesus was continuously teaching and training His 

disciples and challenging others to become partners with Him in His mission. The first clear 

example of this was the way He recruited Simon, called him Peter, and asked him to follow and 

become a ñfisher of men.ò Jesus had been teaching by the shore using Peterôs boat as a platform. 

When He finished preaching, He told Peter to put his boat out into deep water and let down his 

netsðeven though Peter had been fishing all night and had caught nothing. When Peter obeyed 

and his nets were full, he realized that the real fisherman was Jesusðthat Jesus can accomplish 

anything through His servants.  
 

Jesus demonstrated His mission in three parables in Luke 15 about seeking and saving lost 

people. As a shepherd seeks his lost sheep, a woman seeks a lost coin, and a father seeks a lost 

son, Jesus came to save sinners and bring them into His kingdom. He invites everyone to join 

Him in this mission and share His good news with those who are lost. 
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1. True or false? Jesus does not need or want people to partner with Him in His mission. He must 

do it by Himself. 
 

2. True or false? Jesus chose Peter to follow Him because Peter was so well qualified and 

spiritually mature. 

 

3. True or false? When we attempt to lead someone to Christ, we are attempting something that 

is impossible for human beings to do on our own. 

 

 Unless otherwise noted, choose one answer for each question. 

 

4. What kind of ministry does Jesus want to accomplish through us? 

 a. The same kind of ministry He did on earth 

 b. Only what is humanly possible 

 c. Only to teach His truth, but not to heal or set people free 

 d. None of the above 

 

5. Why was Peter able to catch fish when Jesus instructed him to? 

 a. Because he was a skilled fisherman who never failed to catch something 

 b. Because of his knowledge of the sea and its currents 

 c. Because he never gave up, even when he got tired 

 d. Because Jesus was with him 

 

6. How are we filled with Godôs Spirit? 

 a. By fasting and meditating for at least 40 days 

b. By allowing God to have total control of our lives 

c. By memorizing enough scripture to recite it in any situation 

d. By becoming sinless through our obedience to the law 

 

7. When Jesus got into Peterôs boat, it pictures our lives being filled with the Spirit. What does it 

mean to be filled with the Spirit?  

 a. We can catch lots of men. 

 b. We can speak in tongues. 

 c. We can perform miracles. 

 d. We are controlled by the Spirit. 

 

8. How does God view sinners? 

 a. As enemies 

 b. As people without any hope of redemption 

 c. As lost sheep 

 d. As people who have become unimportant to His kingdom 
 

9. Why did many of the religious leaders disapprove of Jesusô eating with sinners? 

 a. They were concerned for His reputation. 

 b. They were concerned for His safety. 

 c. They were jealous that they were not invited to the feast. 

 d. They did not understand His mission to seek those who were lost. 
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10. Whom does Jesus authorize to do the work of ministry? 

 a. Everyone who believes in Him 

 b. Only those who are ordained as priests and ministers 

 c. Only those with the proper education 

 d. Only the righteous who have kept all of Godôs laws 

 

11. What truths did Peter have to learn? (choose all that apply) 

 a. I am not a fisher of men, but Jesus is 

 b. I cannot catch men, but Jesus can 

 c. I do not even want to be a fisher of men, but Jesus wants me to. 

 d. I did not catch men, but Jesus did because He was with me 

 

   In what ways have some of Jesusô followers ministered to you? In what ways can you   

   minister to other people? Jesus is still calling and seeking the lost; have you been found?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Have you learned the four truths that Peter learned? Jesus is still calling us to come and join Him 

in catching people. Will you allow Him in your ñboatòðyour life? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Thank God for sending Jesus Christ to seek and to save those who are lost. Ask Him to   

   guide you as you seek to join Him in His mission and to give you opportunities to share   

   His good news with others. 
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1. As recorded in Luke 5:1-11, why did Jesus tell Peter not to be afraid because he would catch 

men? _________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What did Peter fear, and why did he tell Jesus to go away from him? ____________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How can you relate this story in Luke 5:1-11 to Matthew 4:19, and also to the very familiar 

19th and 20th verses of the third chapter of the book of Revelation? ________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. In what ways do the two words of Jesus to Peter, ñcatch men,ò make a short version of the 

Great Commission of Jesus, which is given at the end of each Gospel and at the beginning of the 

book of Acts? __________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What four spiritual principles did Peter have to learn before he could be a catcher of men and 

not just fish? ___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Have you learned or are you learning those four spiritual principles yourself today? ________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. When you realize that Jesus came to minister to the blind, the bound and the brokenhearted 

when He had a body of His own, how do you think He wants to minister to those people through 

you and me and all those who are His body today? _____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Going Deeper 



 14 

Rich Man, Poor Man, Beggar, Thief 
 

Chapter 3 

Audio Lesson: New Testament #21 

 

 

   Objective: To further understand the Gospel of Luke, the manifesto of the Messiah, and   

   two parables about rich men in Luke 16. 

 

 

       ñWhoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever   

       is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. So, if you have not been   

       trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true riches? And 

if you have not been trustworthy with someone elseôs property, who will give you property of 

your own? No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or 

he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.ò 

ðLuke 16:10-13 

 

Jesus told two parables about rich men in Luke 16 which many times are misunderstood. Both 

these parables should be seen in the context in which Jesus taught the parables of the lost things 

in chapter 15. Jesus addressed these two parables to His disciples, but He obviously intended 

these two stories for the Pharisees as well. The first parable, known as ñThe Parable of the 

Unjust Steward,ò seems like a negative illustration, but it is really a positive statement about 

participating with Christ in His mission, the Nazareth manifesto. The second story, ñThe Rich 

Man and Lazarus,ò is a very negative statement about a man who was the absolute opposite of 

the partners Jesus was recruiting. 

 

There are at least two personal applications of these parables: First, we can learn that while we 

are in this life, we are only stewards or managers of all that God has given us and we should use 

it all wisely for eternity. Second, these parables teach us to view everyone who intersects our life 

as the blind, bound, and broken people for whom Jesus came. We should see the people of this 

world as the lost sheep, coins, and sons.  As Lazarus lay at the gates of the rich man, lost people 

lie at the gates of the Church. If we realize that the Christ who lives in us would like to reach out 

to these people through us, we can become part of His solution and respond to their needs in this 

life and in eternity.  

 

1. True or false? Jesus expects us to give Him only ten percent of our lives. The rest is for us to 

control. 

 

2. True or false? Jesus taught that to be effective stewards, we might need to be dishonest with 

other people. 

 

3. True or false? God wants us to plan wisely for our future, not just in this life but especially for 

eternity. 
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4. True or false? Jesus taught that wealth is evil and His followers should give it all away. 

 

 Unless otherwise noted, choose one answer for each question. 

 

5. When Jesus teaches about stewardship, which aspect(s) of our lives is He talking about? 

 a. Ten percent of our money 

 b. Ten percent of all of our resources  

 c. All the money, talents, and time we devote to Him at church 

 d. All of itðeverything God has given us in every area of life 

 

6. Why are we to make wise use of our financial opportunities? 

 a. So we can earn our way to heaven 

 b. So we save not only ourselves but others  

 c. So heaven, our eternal dwelling, will be a welcome experience 

 d. So we can become wealthy 

 

7. What does God promise us if we are faithful with the little things like our money? 

 a. He promises to make us wealthy and happy. 

 b. He promises to protect us from injustice and evil. 

 c. He promises many rewards here and in heaven. 

 d. He promises to trust us with real riches, spiritual treasures. 

 

8. How can you tell if money is your Master? 

 a. You worry about it and spend a lot of time caring for what you have. 

 b. You do not do what you should do only to earn more.  

 c. You have a very difficult time giving money away. 

 d. All of the above 
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9. What does the parable of the rich man and Lazarus teach us? 

 a. Rich people go to hell and poor people go to heaven. 

 b. Participating with Jesus in His ñmanifestoò involves treating people with great 

 compassion. 

 c. It is possible to be saved after we die. 

 d. In eternity, we will not remember anything from this life. 

 

10. Which approach to life did Jesus recommend in His parable of the Good Samaritan? 

 a. What is mine is mine, and what is yours is yours. 

 b. What is mine is mine, and what is yours is also mine. 

 c. What is mine is yours, and what is yours is mine. 

 d. What is yours is yours, and what is mine is yours whenever you need it. 

 

11. If we follow Jesus as an example, what kind of compassion will we have for people? 

 a. Spiritual compassion onlyðwe will pray for them. 

 b. Physical compassion onlyðwe will meet their physical needs. 

 c. Every kind of compassionðwe will try to meet whatever needs people have. 

 d. Noneðpeople who suffer are paying the consequences of their sins, and we must not 

 interfere with that process. 

  

12. Which of the following are you to faithfully manage? (choose all that apply) 

 a. Your time   e. Your education        i. Your position  

 b. Your talents   f. Your job   j. Your plans 

 c. Your wealth   g. Your emotions  k. Your abilities 

 d. Your family   h. Your health   l. Your mind 

 

   Money is a hard and deceptive master. In what ways can you let God be your Master?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In what ways can you show compassion to people in need? In what ways are you participating in 

Jesusô ñmanifestoòðHis mission to teach, heal, and deliver?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Thank God for the compassion He has shown to us by meeting our needs and saving us   

   from our sins. Ask Him to meet any needs you currently have according to His will, and 

   ask Him for opportunities to be part of Jesusô mission and ministry, and show His 

compassion to others in need. 
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1. How do you apply the basic and essential meaning of the word ñstewardò to the personal 
applications of the Parable of the Unjust Steward in Luke 16? ____________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. In what ways does the concept illustrated by this parable apply to more than your money? ___ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What are the awesome applications of Jesus to this story? _____________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What are the ñtrue richesò Jesus tells us will be withheld from us if we are not faithful 

managers of money and all that to which this parable applies? ____________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Who are the friends we are to make in the next life by the faithful management of money in 

this life? ______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Does this parable teach that it is a sin to be rich, or does it teach the opposite?  Explain. _____ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. How does this parable contrast with the story of the Rich Man and Lazarus? ______________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Going Deeper 
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Christmas Thinking 
 

Chapter 4 

Audio Lesson: New Testament #22 

 

 

   Objective: To understand the miracle of the first Christmasðthe birth of Jesusðand to   

   prepare our hearts to receive Jesus when He comes again. 

 

 

       There were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks   

       at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone   

       around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ñDo not be afraid. I 

bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a 

Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.ò 

ðLuke 2:8-11 

 

According to Luke, when God intersected human history and became a man, He invited certain 

people to participate in His great miracle. He sent an angel to tell a priest, Zacharias, and his 

wife, Elizabeth, that they would have a son who would prepare the way for the Messiah. He sent 

an angel to tell a young woman named Mary, who was still a virgin, that she would give birth to 

the Messiah. And on the night that Jesus was born, God sent angels to tell shepherds to go see 

the newborn King. All of these people experienced the miracle of the greatest event in human 

history. The miracle of Christmas is that God became man so that He could bring salvation to 

mankind.  

 

The Old and New Testaments tell us that Jesus will physically intersect human history again in 

the miracle of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. Just as the first Christmas was the only hope 

we have for salvation, His Second Coming is the blessed hope of the Church and the only hope 

of the world. We must follow the example of the shepherds and tell everyone this Good News 

before we see it for ourselves.  
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1. True or false? John the Baptist was the last of the prophets whose prophecies pointed toward 

the Messiah. 

 

2. True or false? When Zacharias heard the angel Gabrielôs announcement that John would be 

born, he believed God and rejoiced greatly. 

 

3. True or false? When Mary heard Gabrielôs announcement that Jesus would be born, she 

believed it but was confused and wondered how it could happen. 

 

4. True or false? God never allows us to question anything He says but demands immediate, 

blind faith. 

 

 Unless otherwise noted, choose one answer for each question. 

 

5. What did the Old Testament prophet Micah accurately prophesy about Jesus? 

 a. Where He would be born 

 b. When He would be born 

 c. How He would be born 

 d. Who would give birth to Him 

 

6. According to the angels who announced Jesusô birth to the shepherds, for whom was Jesus 

born? 

 a. Jews 

 b. Those who are sick and oppressed 

 c. Righteous people 

 d. Everyone 

 

7. How many people knew Jesus was the Messiah when He was born? 

 a. Almost everyone in the Roman Empire 

 b. All Jews, but no one else 

 c. Only a few people 

 d. Only His parents 
 

8. What is the only hope for this world? 

 a. Human nature continues to improve. 

 b. History has shown us that we can overcome all of our problems when we work 

 together. 

 c. Science keeps making significant discoveries that will eliminate our problems. 

 d. Jesus gives us new life today and will come again one day. 
 

9. When will Jesus come again? 

 a. He will return as soon as everyone in the world becomes a Christian. 

 b. No one knows for sure, but we are always supposed to be ready. 

 c. Nearly all theologians agree that He will come immediately after a period of great 

 tribulation. 

 d. Nearly all theologians agree that He will come immediately before a period of great 

 tribulation. 
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10. Which people in the Christmas story are good examples for us to follow in telling others the 

good news? (choose all that apply) 

 a. Zacharias 

 b. Shepherds 

 c. Simeon 

 d. Mary 

 

   Are you telling others about the hope we have because of Christmas? Are you ready for   

   Jesus to come again? Why or why not? What can you do to prepare for His return? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Thank God that He has given the world hope through Jesus. Ask Him to give you   

   courage to share the hope with others. Ask God to help you be prepared for Jesusô return 

   and to be bold about telling people about Jesusô first and second coming. 
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1. According to the accurate historian Luke, why did God tell each of the people He included in 

the miracle of the first Christmas the good news that the miracle of the first Christmas was going 

to happen? ____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What did most of those people have in common?  How were the shepherds different? _______ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How can we apply this to the glorious reality that God is going to intersect history again by 

the return of Jesus Christ in His Second Coming? _____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. How do you personally apply the ñChristmas that was,ò the ñChristmas that shall be,ò and the 

ñChristmas that isò? _____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. When it comes to the ñChristmas that shall be,ò are you like Zacharias, like Mary, or like the 

shepherds?  Explain your answer. __________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. In what ways is the ñChristmas that shall beò the only hope of the world? ________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. In what ways is the ñChristmas that shall beò the blessed hope of the Church? _____________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Going Deeper 
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Christian Thinking  
 

Chapter 5 

Audio Lesson: New Testament #23 

 

 

   Objective: To understand how Jesusô teaching transforms us and to learn how to think   

   like a follower of Jesus. 

 

 

       ñTherefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgivenðfor she loved much. But he   

       who has been forgiven little loves little.ò Then Jesus said to her, ñYour sins are   

       forgiven.ò  

ðLuke 7:47-48 

 

 ñHe who has ears to hear, let him hear.ò 

ðLuke 8:8 

 

ñAsk and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to 

you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will 

be opened.ò 

ðLuke 11:9-10 

 

Many of Jesusô parables teach us how to approach and how to respond to His teaching. Jesus 

used metaphors from common, everyday life that His listeners would understand to show them 

that His teaching would not fit their expectations or agree with the teachings of the religious 

leaders of His time. In fact, most of the religious leaders would reject His teaching and oppose 

His work. With many metaphors and illustrations, like new wine in new wineskins or new 

material for mending garments, Jesus shows us how to hear and obey His Word. Jesusô teaching 

is intended to transform our minds, our lives, and our values. 

 


