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God-Likeness 
 

Chapter 15 

Audio lesson: Sermon on the Mount 15 

 

   Objective: To understand how we are to treat our enemies and demonstrate the love of    

   our Father in heaven. (Text: Matthew 5:38-48) 

 

       “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I   

       tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be   

       sons of your Father in heaven.” 

—Matthew 5:43-45 

 

These verses are perhaps the most difficult in the teachings of Jesus to interpret and apply. They 

teach the highest ethic this world has ever heard. The religious leaders had been teaching that the 

Law says to love your neighbor (which it does) and to hate your enemy (which it does not). Jesus 

corrects the misunderstanding and calls for total commitment from His disciples. Loving our 

neighbors and even our enemies according to God’s standards is impossible, except for one 

thing: we have Jesus living in us. 

 

1. True or false? The teachings of the Sermon on the Mount, including these difficult teachings, 

were given to the disciples, not the multitudes. 

 

2. True or false? The Bible never tells us to hate our enemies. 

 

3. True or false? Our motivation for loving people is so that we may be called sons of God. 

 

4. True or false? Self-preservation is the supreme ethic of a disciple of Jesus. 

 

 Unless otherwise noted, choose one best answer for each question. 

 

5. On what basis is a disciple—a follower of Jesus—able to give up the right of vengeance or the 

right to seek justice for himself? 

 a. Christians do not deserve any rights. 

 b. Christians are usually wrong and will only embarrass themselves if they argue 

 otherwise. 

 c. Christians earn merit for suffering. 

 d. Christians willingly accept Jesus as Lord and have offered up everything to Him, 

 so they have nothing to lose. 

 

6. Read Luke 10:30-37. In this parable, what is remarkable about a Samaritan helping a Jew? 

 a. Nothing. Jews and Samaritans were always helping each other. 

 b. Jews and Samaritans hated each other. 

 c. Jews and Samaritans lived so far apart they never saw each other. 

 d. Jews and Samaritans were from two different cultures and could not speak the same  

 language. 
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7. When Jesus tells us to love our neighbor, who do you think He means? 

 a. People who live near us 

 b. People who have the same skin color as us 

 c. People who have the same status as us 

 d. Just our friends 

 e. Everyone 

 

8. Read Galatians 2:20. According to this passage, what power is 

in us to help us love others, even our enemies? 

 a. Just our own sinful selves 

 b. Our own heart’s desires 

 c. God’s commandments 

 d. Jesus Himself 

 

9. When Jesus says to be perfect as God is perfect, what does He mean? 

 a. We can become sinless. 

 b. We can become mature and complete by God’s design. 

 c. We can become divine, like God. 

 

10. What did Jesus expect His disciples to do? 

 a. Whatever the rest of the world does 

 b. To fit in with society’s standards 

 c. Only what is expected of them by religious people 

 d. More than what is expected of others 

 

   Do your relationships do more to reflect your culture or to reflect Christ? What in your   

   behavior distinguishes you from the rest of the world?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I have been crucified with 

Christ; it is no longer I who 

live, but Christ lives in me; 

and the life which I now live 

in the flesh I live by faith in 

the Son of God, who loved 

me and gave Himself for me. 

—Galatians 2:20 

 

“A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him 

of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a certain 

priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. Likewise a 

Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side. But a 

certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had 

compassion. So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set 

him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. On the next day, when he 

departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, “Take care of 

him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’ So which of these three 

do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?” And he said, “He who showed 

mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 

—Luke 10:30-37 
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   Thank God for promising His Son, Jesus, to live inside of us. Ask Him to fill you with   

   His strength, character, and love, so that you can become like your Father in heaven. 
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1. Where in scripture is there a commandment to hate your enemy? _______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is the motivation for loving your enemies? ____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What is the meaning of “be perfect” in the context of these verses? _____________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What is the most dynamic teaching in the New Testament? ____________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What does your culture teach regarding those who might be called enemies? ______________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. In what ways or circumstances do you agree with or follow your culture?  In what ways do 

you disagree? __________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. When we reserve the right to vengeance on those who hurt us, rather than yielding that right 

to God, what do we do to ourselves? ________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Going Deeper 


