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The Acts of the Risen Christ 
 

Chapter One 
Audio lesson: New Testament 31 

 

   Objective:  To introduce the book of Acts and the promise of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

       Then Jesus came to them and said: ñAll authority in heaven and on earth has   

       been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

       in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 

to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end 

of the age.ò  

          Matthew 28:18-20 

 

ñYou will  receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.ò 

          ðActs 1:8 

 

The Book of Acts is the history book of the New Testament church. It connects the four 

Gospels to the letters of Paul and gives us much of the story behind the other New Testament 

writings. This book begins the same way the four Gospels end: with the Great Commission. 

In the Great Commission, Jesus told His disciples to ñmake disciples,ò and in order to do 

that, they would have to go, preach, baptize, and teach. In the book of Acts, this is exactly 

what we see the disciples doing. It is the story of the Great Commission beginning to be 

fulfilled. 

 

Chapter 2 describes the coming of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. This was one of 

the most important events in the history of the people of God because the church simply 

cannot fulfill its purpose without the power of the Holy Spirit. This is also true for us as 

individuals. When we attempt to make a disciple for Jesus Christ, we are attempting the 

impossible without the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

The Book of Acts is the history of very ordinary people doing very extraordinary things 

because they are anointed and filled with the Holy Spirit of God. That same God, that same 

power, is available to us to do His work today. 

 

1. True or false?  The author of the book of Acts was Luke, a doctor, and he also wrote the 

third Gospel. 

 

2. True or false?  The Book of Acts begins where the Gospels end, with the Great 

Commission of Jesus Christ. 

 

3.  True or false?  Because the Book of Acts is a book of history, it is not very important for 

us to study today. 
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4.  True or false?  The stories in the book of Acts are all neatly resolved, showing that the 

works of the early church had concluded and its era had come to an end. 

 

 Unless otherwise noted, choose one best answer for each question. 

 

5.  What other titles have people suggested for the book of Acts? 

a.  The Acts of the Apostles  

b. The Acts of the Holy Spirit 

c. The Acts of the Risen Lord 

d. All of the above. 

 

6.  What was Godôs purpose in giving us history books like the book of Acts? 

 a. Only to give us examples to follow 

 b. Only to give us warnings to heed 

 c. To give us both examples and warnings 

 d. Only to give us entertaining stories 

 

7. According to the book of Acts what is the purpose of the church? 

 a. To go and tell other people about the gospel 

 b. To make disciples of those who believe the gospel 

 c. To baptize them once they have believed the gospel 

 d. To teach them to obey all of Jesus Christôs commands 

 e. All of the above   

     

8. What promise were the disciples told to wait for in Jerusalem? 

 a. The return of Jesus 

 b. The coming of the Holy Spirit in power 

 c. The fulfillment of the Great Commission 

 d. The completion of their education 
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9. Why did Luke not end the story of the book of Acts? 

 a. He ran out of paper. 

 b. The Church is still writing its own history today. 

 c. He died before he finished writing. 

 d. He wrote the ending, but parts of the book were lost throughout history. 

 

10. How many decided to follow Jesus as their Lord because of Peterôs first message? 

 a. About 3,000 

 b. Everyone who was there 

 c. Almost no one because they were all afraid 

 d. Luke does not tell us how many 

 

11. What was the significance of the Feast of Pentecost? 

 a. It was a celebration of the harvest. 

 b. It was a memorial to Jewish martyrs. 

 c. It was a celebration of the Exodus, Godôs deliverance of the Jews from Egypt. 

 d. It was simply a day for Jews to take time off from work.    

   

12. Why was this an appropriate and symbolic time for the Holy Spirit to come? 

 a. It represents the fact that we do not have to do any work anymore; the Great 

 Commission is all up to Godôs power. 

 b. It kept the Spiritôs presence a secret from the Jewish leaders since so many of 

 them were out of town for the holiday. 

 c. It represents the Spiritôs power working through us to harvest souls and  fulfill the 

 Great Commission. 

 d. It represents the last of Godôs great works among humanity. 

 

13. What did the miraculous signs of Pentecost mean? 

a. They were a pattern that we must duplicate again and again. 

b. They signified that only the apostles could have access to supernatural power. 

c. They teach us that we can only encounter God in a very emotional experience. 

d. They were a prophecy to those who heard, as well as a fulfillment of Old 

Testament prophecy. 

 

   In what ways can the Holy Spirit help you know God and fulfill His purposes? Have 

   you asked God for this gift of being empowered by His Spirit? If not, would you   

   consider asking Him to empower you for His purposes now? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________       

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Thank God that He has come to His people in power and that He is still working   

   through the church today. Ask Him to continue to empower you through His Spirit, 

   and ask Him to give you opportunities to help fulfill the Great Commission this 

week. 
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1. For what did Jesus instruct His followers to wait before they began to obey His Great 

Commission? __________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is the significance of the fact that the book of Acts begins with the Great Commission 

and all four Gospels end with that same Commission? __________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How did the apostles know they were to teach those who professed to be disciples of Jesus? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. When you decide to personally obey the Great Commission, what four specific commands of 

Jesus are you to obey?  (Consider Matthew 28: 18-20) __________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. How long does it take to teach a newly-professed disciple all the things that Jesus commanded 

the apostles to observe while they were following Him every day for three years? ____________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Generally speaking, is the Church of Jesus Christ obeying these four commandments of Jesus 

today? ________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Thinking specifically, have you ever taken the Great Commission of Jesus seriously enough to 

personally obey that commission yourself?  Do you agree with this statement of a devout 

missionary statesman: ñThe Great Commission is the Charter of the Church and like any other 

organization the Church must fulfill the terms of its charter or it should cease and desistò? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Going Deeper 
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The Visible Fingerprints of the  

Invisible Church 
 

Chapter Two 

Audio lesson: New Testament 32 

 

   Objective:  To understand how the invisible universal church is expressed in the   

   local visible church. 

 

 

       They devoted themselves to the apostlesô teaching and to the fellowship, to the 

       breaking of bread and to prayer.       

                    ðActs 2:42 

 

The second chapter of Acts begins by describing the Day of Pentecost, which was the 

birthday of the church. On that day, the risen Christ began to build the church in order to 

evangelize the world with Him and for Him. Anytime the Holy Spirit came upon people in 

the book of Acts, it was always related to the purpose given to the church in the Great 

Commission: for them to be Jesusô witnesses ñin Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the ends of the earthò (Acts 1:8). 

 

As you study the book of Acts, observe the patterns that emerge in the first generation of the 

church. These are ñthe visible fingerprints of the Invisible church.ò The fellowship of 

believers each of us belongs to in a community is to be a local, visible expression of the 

invisible, universal Church the risen Christ is building in this world. Just as our fingerprints 

can identify where we have been and what we have touched, the church can be identified by 

ñfingerprints.ò In Acts, the church was known by several fingerprintsðevidence that Godôs 

Spirit was at work. These include evangelism, teaching, fellowship, worship, prayer, unity, 

diversity, plurality of leaders, empathy (or love), and equality. These also measure the health 

of a church today. When we see these characteristics in our churches, we can measure the 

degree to which our church is a visible expression of the universal church Jesus is building. 

 

1. True or false? All Christians have the same spiritual gifts. 

 

2. True or false? Everyone who is born again is a member of the invisible, universal church. 

 

3. True or false? The church is really the church when it is reaching out and evangelizing. 

 

4. True or false? When the Holy Spirit lives inside of a person, that person does not need to 

be taught anymore. 

 

5. True or false? It is impossible to have diversity and unity in the same group of people. 
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 Unless otherwise noted, choose one answer for each question. 

 

6. Why did the apostles appoint people to fulfill some of the practical needs of the church? 

 a. They were too important to do common labor. 

 b. They were not concerned for the physical needs of people. 

 c. They needed to devote themselves to the Word of God and to prayer. 

 d. They had to isolate themselves from other people in order to keep themselves 

 pure.     

   

7. Which of the following are the ñfingerprintsò of the invisible church in its visible 

expression? (choose all that apply) 

 a. Dramatic miracles 

 b. Fellowship 

 c. Prayer 

 d. Wealth 

 e. Empathy, or love 

 f. A large church building 

 g. Worship 

 h. Professional ministers 

 i. Unity 

 j. Diversity 

 k. Evangelism 

 l. Long pilgrimages 

 m. Extreme self-denial 

 n. Plurality 

 o. Equality 

 p. Tolerance for all paths to God 

 q. Poverty 

 r. Teaching 
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8. Why is evangelism an important ministry of the church? 

 a. Bringing people to Christ is part of the Great Commission. 

 b. The church needs to grow in order to influence society. 

 c. The church needs to grow in order to receive more donations. 

 d. It is important for Christians to outnumber people of other religions. 

 

9. What should the church do for those who receive the gospel and join the congregation? 

 a. Nothingðthey have all they need. 

 b. Teach them and help them grow as disciples. 

 c. Require them to donate their entire income to the church. 

 d. Test them for at least a year before accepting them into the church to see if their 

 faith is genuine. 

 

10. Which of the following is true of the early believers in Acts? 

 a. They all spoke the same language and looked alike. 

 b. They were all from Jerusalem. 

 c. They all believed exactly the same things. 

 d. They were very diverse but united in their faith in Jesus. 

 

11. Who is responsible for ministry in the church? 

 a. Only one pastor 

 b. Only those who are paid for their work 

 c. Everyoneðmultiple pastors and elders as well as common members 

 d. Only those who prove they know the scriptures extremely well 

 

12. How are the members of the church related to each other? 

 a. We are all members of one body. 

 b. We are required to live in the same community. 

 c. We are commanded to serve the pastor together. 

 d. We are related only by similar beliefs but have no other bond. 

 

  Which ñfingerprintsò of the church do you see most clearly in the Christians you   

  know? Which ones are the most difficult for human beings to fulfill without the   

  Spiritôs power? How does the Holy Spirit help us fulfill the Great Commission and 

serve others with our spiritual gifts? In what ways can you serve God in your local church? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Thank God for the visible expression of the body of Christðthe church. Thank Him 

   for choosing to come to people who will love and serve Him. Ask Him to give you 

   opportunities to minister to Him and to others by the power of His Spirit. Ask Him 

especially to help you share the good news of Jesus with others. 
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1. Relate the importance of small groups as a context in which to apply many of the fingerprints 

mentioned in this commentary on the book of Acts ï especially fellowship. _________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Why is it that we must maintain our diversity while achieving and experiencing unity? ______ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Why should the diversity of individuals in the Church be celebrated rather than resolved? ___ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Since the Greek word for pastor is always in the plural when we read about the New 

Testament Church, what would it take to have a plurality of pastors in our churches today? ____ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. When we think of the ring fingerprint of empathy on the left hand of the Church, how might 

we relate that to the ring fingerprint of worship on the right hand of a Biblical Church? ________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Jesus gave a New Commandment as He was finishing His three years with the apostles (John 

13: 34, 35).  How can you relate this statement to that commandment:  ñThe best way to reach 

out is to reach inò? ______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. According to Peter in his sermon on the Day of Pentecost, who was responsible for all the 

signs and wonders and the thousands of conversions in response to his sermon? _____________   

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Going Deeper 
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The Visible Patterns of the  

Invisible Church 
 

Chapter Three 

Audio lesson: New Testament 33 

 

   Objective:  To understand the patterns of the early church as it faced many   

   opportunities and confronted many challenges 

 

 

       After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were 

       all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. All the believers 

       were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his 

own, but they shared everything they had. With great power the apostles continued to testify 

to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. 

               ðActs 4:31-33 

 

In Acts we see the history of the first century church unfolded with its purpose, promise, 

power, performance, and preaching. The church faced persecution from outside, and 

deception and temptation from within. As Godôs Spirit worked among them, we can see 

patterns to follow and problems to avoid in our churches today. 

 

Some of the patterns of the church include selfless and generous giving, civil disobedience 

when human authorities contradict Godôs instructions, church discipline against impurity, the 

use of spiritual gifts, martyrdom, refusing to use the Spirit for personal gain, and healing. 

God used all of these patterns to teach His people and to further His purposes in fulfilling the 

Great Commission. He continues to do so through people and churches that allow His Spirit 

to work in them freely. 
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1. True or false? The Bible teaches that Christians should not own anything. 

 

2. True or false? God urges His people to disobey the government at all times. 

 

3. True or false? Peter and John disobeyed the civil authorities only when those authorities 

contradicted Godôs will. 

 

4. True or false? There is no difference between pastoral and practical spiritual gifts. 

 

 Unless otherwise noted, choose one answer for each question. 

 

5. Why were the believers in Acts so generous? 

 a. The Spirit filled them with a desire to give and help each other. 

 b. They wanted to earn Godôs favor. 

 c. They were extremely wealthy. 

 d. Giving was a requirement for church membership. 

 

6. Why did God discipline Ananias and Sapphira? 

 a. They lied to God and to the apostles. 

 b. They tried to deceive the apostles and the church. 

 c. They were greedy. 

 d. All of the above     

 

7. What does it mean to be ñholyò? 

 a. You will no longer sin. 

 b. You no longer associate with common people. 

 c. You are set apart for God. 

 d. You are supernaturally enlightened. 

 

8. Which of the following spiritual gifts are pastoral? (choose all that apply) 

 a. Counseling 

 b. Teaching 

 c. Administration 

 d. Serving food 

 

9. What should a pastorôs normal responsibilities include? 

 a. Managing the churchôs finances 

 b. Organizing the churchôs administration 

 c. Cleaning the churchôs meeting place 

 d. Spending time in Godôs Word and praying   

 

10. What effect does persecution have on the church? 

 a. It threatens the churchôs survival. 

 b. It prunes the church and helps it grow. 

 c. It causes the church to disbelieve God. 

 d. It has no effect. 
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11. Why did Peter rebuke Simon the sorcerer? 

 a. Peter felt threatened because Simon had so much power. 

 b. Simon tried to cast a spell on Peter. 

 c. Simon thought he could buy the Spiritôs power and use it to make money. 

 d. Simon openly opposed God. 

 

12. How do miracles of healing in Acts compare to Jesusô ministry in the gospels? 

 a. Just as Jesus did many healings, so did His followers in the book of Acts. 

 b. Jesus healed many, but His followers did not have that gift. 

 c. Jesus did not do many healings, but the Holy Spirit empowered His followers to 

 do them. 

 d. Neither Jesus nor His followers did many healings. 

 

13. When Peter and John healed the lame man at the temple, what did that miracle 

accomplish for them? 

 a. It made them famous. 

 b. It began a great persecution in the church. 

 c. It became a greater opportunity for them to preach the gospel. 

 d. No one really noticed the miracle. 

 

14. Which of the following are patterns of the church in Acts? 

 a. Giving 

 b. Establishing isolated communities 

 c. Healing 

 d. Spiritual gifts 

 e. Casual attitude toward sin 

 f. Civil disobedience 

 g. Using the Holy Spirit selfishly 

 h. Refusing to profit from the Spiritôs power 

 i. Church discipline 

 j. Martyrdom 

 k. Hostility toward outsiders 

 

  Which of the New Testament patterns of the church do you see in churches today? 

  How do you see God using those patterns for His glory? In what ways do these   

  patterns challenge or encourage you to know Him better? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Thank God for working powerfully through His people to establish His purposes in 

   the earth. Ask Him to use you powerfully in His plans, to teach you His ways, to  

   give you opportunities to use your spiritual gifts, and to help you live completely for 

Him. 
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1. How does the fact that, immediately after Pentecost the believers did not want to own 

anything, relate to holiness? _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is the difference between a pastoral spiritual gift pattern and a practical spiritual gift 

pattern? _______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. With what specific responsibility were the first deacons commissioned by the apostles, which 

greatly blessed the power and effectiveness of the church?  Should we implement and apply that 

principle in our churches today? ___________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Relate the way persecution scattered the church to the Great Commission, with which the 

book begins. ___________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. When and only when should a devout follower of Jesus disobey the civil government? ______ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. To what degree and in what ways should the church today practice church discipline, as 

taught in principle by the case of Ananias and Sapphira? ________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. How can you take your own personal spiritual gift inventory and then use your spiritual gift 

pattern in the church of which you are a part? _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Going Deeper 
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Patterns of Pentecost 
 

Chapter Four 

Audio lesson: New Testament 34 

 

   Objective:  To understand the message of Stephen and to introduce the ministry of 

   Saul, also known as Paul. 

 

 

       Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, 

       and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. ñLook,ò he said, ñI see heaven open 

       and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.ò 

               ðActs 7:55-56 

 

After the appointing of the first deacons in chapter six, we read about Stephenôs arrest, his 

stunning sermon to the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem, and his death. After he masterfully 

summarized the Old Testament and accused the religious leaders of rejecting Moses, the 

prophets, and now Jesus, they stoned him to death. 

 

Two important things occurred after the death of Stephen. God used the death of Stephen to 

impact Saul, a Pharisee who would later become the greatest missionary, apostle, and 

Christian teacher; and He used the persecution of Christians to scatter them and take the 

gospel to the regions beyond Jerusalem. 

 

The book of Acts is really a ñperpetual Pentecostò that results in the Great Commission being 

fulfilled through the early churchôs obedience. The gospel continued to spread through the 

Spiritôs power as Christians scattered, taught, and followed His leading. 
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1. True or false? The book of Acts is a ñperpetual Pentecost.ò 

 

2. True or false? Nearly everything in the book of Acts is somehow related to the Great 

Commission. 

 

3. True or false? Stephen was very practical and had almost no pastoral gifts. 

 

4. True or false? The power of the Spirit was on Stephen as he preached his sermon. 

 

 Unless otherwise noted, choose one answer for each question. 

 

5. What is the primary power behind biblical preaching? 

 a. The years of study by the preacher 

 b. The professional skills of the preacher 

 c. The gift of the Holy Spirit 

 d. The size and interest of the audience 

       

6. What did Stephen talk about in his sermon? (choose all that apply) 

 a. The story of the entire Old Testament 

 b. The importance of keeping all of the Old Testament laws 

 c. How the world will end and when Jesus is coming back 

 d. The fact that Jesus was the Messiah whom the religious leaders rejected 

 

7. How did the religious leaders respond to Stephenôs message? 

 a. They were very angry and stoned him to death. 

 b. They laughed at him and walked away. 

 c. They put him in prison. 

 d. They agreed with him and repented of their sins. 

 

8. What is Saul doing when he is introduced in the book of Acts? 

 a. Defending Stephen 

 b. Approving those who stoned Stephen and holding their coats 

 c. Listening to the teaching of the apostles 

 d. Sitting in a Roman prison for preaching the gospel 

 

9. What did Saul do soon after Stephen was killed? 

 a. He repented of his sins and was baptized. 

 b. He had a meal with the apostles and discussed the Christian faith. 

 c. He blamed all of his friends for treating Stephen too harshly. 

 d. He zealously persecuted Christians. 

 

10. What did Saul (or Paul) do soon after he met the risen Christ? 

 a. He immediately went to the apostles to explain what happened. 

 b. He hid in fear of the Jewish leaders. 

 c. He went to Arabia and spent time with Jesus. 

 d. He went on a mission trip to preach the good news and start churches. 
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11. How long did Paul spend preparing for his ministry? 

 a. Three years 

 b. Four years 

 c. Fourteen years 

 d. All of the above are possible. Scholars do not agree, but it was at least three 

 years.       

  

   Stephen gave his life to preach the truth. How much would you give up to follow 

   God? What sacrifices do you think God wants you to be willing to make as you   

   serve Him? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Paul was a very unlikely convert to faith in Jesus. What does his conversion tell us about 

Godôs power to save? What does his ministry tell us about the kind of people God chooses to 

serve Him? What ñunlikelyò person can you be praying for? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Thank God for those who serve Him sacrificially and zealously. Thank Him for His 

   power to save even the most unlikely people. Pray specifically for those who are   

   opposed to Jesus and ask God to show them the truth and save them. Ask Him to stir 

up your zeal to serve Him sacrificially. 
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1. How does the martyrdom of Stephen relate to the great verse written by the Apostle Paul 

(Romans 8:28), in which Paul writes that all things fit into a pattern for good if we love God and 

are called according to His plan? ___________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How can you relate the Pentecost of Acts Chapter Two with the Pentecosts in Samaria 

(chapter 8), at the beginning of Paulôs ministry in Ephesus (chapter 19), and in the ministry of 

Peter at the home of the Roman Centurion, Cornelius (chapter 10)? _______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Even though those Pentecosts may have been unique in details, how do they relate in principle 

to the Pentecosts that we need as we seek to spread the Gospel to the world? ________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Can we obey and implement the Great Commission without Pentecostal power? Explain. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Do you believe it is possible and in fact, absolutely necessary, for you to have a personal 

Pentecost?  Explain. _____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. In what ways did Jesus show us how to seek a personal Pentecost in Luke 11: 9-13? ________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Is it truly, actually possible for us to live out the life and ministry to which we are called as 

followers of Jesus Christ without a personal Pentecost? _________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________    

 

Going Deeper 
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How to Make a Disciple 
 

Chapter Five 

Audio lesson: New Testament 35 

 

   Objective:  To understand how God uses His disciples to make other disciples. 

 

 

       

        Then Peter began to speak: ñI now realize how true it is that God does not show 

        favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right. 

             ðActs 10:34-35 

 

Two stories in the book of Acts show us how God makes disciples. In one story, the Holy 

Spirit led Philip to go to the desert and share the good news with an Ethiopian official. The 

Ethiopian had been reading a prophecy of the Messiah in Isaiah but did not understand it. 

Philip shared the truth with him and, when the Ethiopian believed in Jesus, Philip baptized 

him. In the other story, God gave visions to Peter and Cornelius in order to help them 

overcome their prejudices, so Gentiles could hear the gospel just as Jews did. When Peter 

explained the truth about Jesus to Cornelius and his household, the Holy Spirit came upon 

these Gentiles just as He had done on the day of Pentecost. 

 

In these stories about Philip and Peter, we find a formula that shows us how to make a 

disciple. These inspired examples show us how the Holy Spirit must be working through the 

Word of God and in the lives of the lost person and the disciple-maker. When the Word of 

God is received in a heart of faith, a spiritual conception takes place. We can play an 

important part in making disciples as we share Godôs Word with people and as He works in 

their hearts to help them understand and receive it. 
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1. True or false? The Holy Spirit overcame peopleôs prejudice several times in the book of 

Acts. 

 

2. True or false? Peter refused to go to the home of a Gentile, even after God told him to do 

so. 

 

3. True or false? Peter allowed Cornelius to bow down to him because Peter was a 

representative of God. 

 

4. True or false? The Holy Spirit fell upon the Gentiles in Corneliusô home even before Peter 

finished speaking. 

 

 Unless otherwise noted, choose one answer for each question. 

 

5. What was the meaning of Peterôs vision of the sheet with the unclean animals in it? 

 a. The gospel is meant for the animal kingdom as well as for 

 human beings. 

 b. God did not care anymore about oneôs diet. 

 c. We should never consider any human being to be unclean. 

 d. Peter was under a lot of stress and should get more sleep.       

 

6. What social boundary did the gospel cross when Peter preached in Corneliusô household? 

 a. The line between military people and civilians 

 b. The line between Jews and Gentiles 

 c. The line between different age groups 

 d. The line between people of different skin colors 

 

7. Why did Philip go to Gaza to speak to the Ethiopian? 

 a. He preferred to work in isolated places. 

 b. The Holy Spirit told him to do it. 

 c. He knew the Ethiopianôs travel plans and decided to be there. 

 d. It happened completely by chance. 

 

8. What is the most important aspect of baptism? 

 a. The modeðwhether a person is immersed or sprinkled 

 b. The place where it occurs 

 c. The words spoken before, during, and after 

 d. The meaning of the event and the personôs faith 

 

9. Which of the following is a good description of baptism? 

 a. A spiritual wedding ceremony 

 b. A private, internal attitude 

 c. An unnecessary attempt to prove oneôs spirituality 

 d. A rigid, detailed ritual that must be done perfectly 
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10. What does baptism accomplish? 

 a. It saves us from our sins. We cannot be saved without being baptized. 

 b. It proves that we are sincere. 

 c. It is a public confession of our faith. 

 d. It shows everyone how spiritually mature we are. 

 

11. Which of the following are vital resources for making a disciple? 

 a. The Word of God 

 b. The Spirit of God 

 c. A servant of God 

 d. All of the above  

 

12. In whom must the Holy Spirit work in order to make a disciple? 

 a. In the person who shares his or her faith 

 b. In the person who hears the Word and receives it 

 c. Both the one who shares the Word and the one who hears it 

 d. Neitherðit is entirely an intellectual decision  

 

  Have you ever asked God to use you to help make a disciple? If not, why not? How 

  might God want to use you to help fulfill the Great Commission? In what ways   

  would you need to be empowered to do so? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Thank God for the people who have shared the good news of salvation with you. 

   Thank God for the empowerment and spiritual gifts He gives to each of us. Ask Him 

   to help you grow as a disciple and to lead you to people with whom you can share 

your faith. 
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1. How did the decision of Paul to move into Europe rather than Asia impact church and secular 

history? _______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. The first two chapters of Galatians inform us that Paul spent somewhere between three and 

fourteen years in Arabia with the risen Christ before he consulted with the apostles and began his 

dynamic missionary ministry.  How do you believe Paul was able to convince the men that he 

was as much an apostle as they were? _______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How do we apply what we learn about divine guidance from the reality that God told Ananias 

an overview of His will for the life of Paul but only gave Paul one directive? ________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. How are we to apply what we learn about divine guidance from the reality that the Apostle 

Paul saw a man in his Macedonian call/vision, but when he arrived in Philippi he found a prayer 

meeting made up solely of women? _________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. How do we apply the reality that, beginning with what God gave him, Paul opened the Word, 

the Holy Spirit opened the heart of Lydia and she opened her house, which became Paulôs 

favorite and most important sending church? _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What does it mean to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and know that you and your house will 

be saved? _____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

Going Deeper 
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7. What was different about Paulôs strategy and preaching in Athens and Corinth?  Why do you 
think he changed? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Personal Pentecost of Paul 
 

Chapter Six 

Audio lesson: New Testament 36 

 

   Objective: To learn about Paulôs encounter with Jesus and understand the mission 

   God called him to fulfill. 

 

 

       ñI have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you 

       have seen of me and what I will show you. I will rescue you from your own people 

       and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them 

from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive 

forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.ò 

             ðActs 26:16-18 

 

Saul, also known as Paul, had an unusual encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus. We 

cannot explain this apostle apart from that experience. It was the turning point in his life that 

shaped his future and the future of the church. This experience is described several times in 

the book of Acts, twice by Paul when he was on trial. 

 

Paul had been a Christ-hater and had been persecuting Christians, but when Jesus appeared to 

him, the Lord asked, ñWhy are you persecuting me?ò Paul did not even know who he was 

talking to, so he asked, ñWho are you, Lord?ò In this conversion experience, the wildness of 

Saul was transformed to the ñtamenessò of Paul. Paul accepted the control of the Lordôs ñbit 

and bridle.ò He became a different man who was humble and teachable. 

 

Later in Paulôs letters, he would explain all that God has done for us in giving us salvation 

through Jesus. But when he first met Jesus, his question was not, ñWhat are you going to do 

for me?ò He asked, ñLord, what do you want me to do?ò  

 

After his experience on the Damascus road, Paul was led to a man named Ananias who 

would baptize him. God showed Ananias his future plans for Paulðthat he would be a 

chosen instrument to take the gospel first to Jews and then to Gentiles and their kings. When 

Ananias learned that this enemy of the church had been converted, he considered Paul a 

brother because he understood the power of the gospel: that the grace of God changes lives. 

 

1. True or false? When Saul first appears in the book of Acts, he is a Christ-hater and an 

enemy of the church. 

 

2. True or false? Saulôs conversion was based entirely on an intellectual understanding of the 

gospel, not on experience. 

 

3. True or false? Jesus accused Saul of persecuting Him, not just the church. 
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4. True or false? Saulôs anger against the church was a sign that the Holy Spirit was not 

working in him at all. 

 
 Unless otherwise noted, choose one answer for each question. 

 

5. How did Jesus respond to Saulôs hatred of Him? 

 a. He vowed never to let Saul into His kingdom. 

 b. He punished Saul by making him sick. 

 c. He protected His followers from Saul so that no believer would ever suffer 

 because of him. 

 d. He appeared to Saul in order to convince him of truth and call him to ministry. 

 

6. What question did Jesus ask Saul? 

 a. ñWhy are you persecuting me?ò 

 b. ñWhy are you so zealous?ò 

 c. ñHow long have you been traveling on this road?ò 

 d. ñWould you consider volunteering for a mission?ò 

 

7. What question did Saul ask Jesus? 

 a. ñHow did the resurrection actually happen?ò 

 b. ñWho are you, Lord?ò 

 c. ñWhat does the parable of the Prodigal Son mean?ò 

 d. ñWhat is heaven like?ò 

 

8. What is most important about someoneôs ñpersonal Pentecostòðtheir encounter with God? 

 a. How they made it happen 

 b. The details of the experience 

 c. The results of the experience 

 d. Whether other people approve of their experience 

 


