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The Acts of the Risen Christ

Chapter One
Audio lesson: New Testament 31

£ £ -4 Objective: To introduce the book of Acts and the promise of the Holy Spirit.

. Then Jesus came to them and saidA | | authority in heaven al
W been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them

7 in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them

to obey everything | have comnaaal you. And surely | amittv you always, to the very end
of the age. 0

Matthew 28:1820

AYouwill receive power when the Holy Spirit cawa you; and yowill be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and tcetidsof thee ar t h. 0
0 Acts 1:8

The Book of Acts is the history book of the New Testament church. It connects the four

Gospels to the letters of Paul and gives us much of the story behind the other New Testament
writings. This book begins the same way the fGospels end: with the Great Commission.

Il n the Great Commi ssion, Jesus told His disci
that, they would have to go, preach, baptize, and teach. In the book of Acts, this is exactly

what we see the disciples dgint is the story of the Great Commission beginning to be

fulfilled.

Chapter 2 describes the coming of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. This was one of
the most important events in the history of the people of God because the church simply
cannotffulfill its purpose without the power of the Holy Spirit. This is also true for us as
individuals. When we attempt to make a disciple for Jesus Christ, we are attempting the
impossible without the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Book of Acts is the histogf very ordinary people doing very extraordinary things
because they are anointed and filled with the Holy Spirit of God. That samé¢h@bsime
power, is available to us to do His work today.

1. Trueorfalse€? The author of the book of Acts waske, adoctor andhealso wrote the
third Gospel.

2. Trueor false? The Book of Acts begins where the Gospels end, with the Great
Commission of Jesus Christ.

3. True orfalse? Becausehie Book of Acts is a book of histgry is notveryimportant for
us tostudy today.



4. True orfalse? The stories in the book of Acts are all neatly resolved, showing that the
works of the early church had concluded and its era had come to an end.

Unless otherwise noted, choose one best answer for each question.

5. What other titles have people suggested for the book of Acts?
a. The Acts of the Apostles
b. The Acts of the Holy Spirit
c. TheActs of the Risen Lord
d. All of the above.

6 . What was Goddés purpose in giving us histo
a. Only b give us examples to follow
b. Only to give us warnings to heed
c. To give us both examples and warnings
d. Only to give us entertaining stories

7. According to the book of Acts what is the purpose of the church?
a. To go and tell other people abthg gospel
b. To make disciples of those who believe the gospel
c. To baptize them once they have believed the gospel
d. To teach them to obey al/|l of Jesus Chri
e. All of the above

8. What promise were the disciples told to waitifoderusalem?
a. The return of Jesus
b. The coming of the Holy Spirit in power
c. The fulfillment of the Great Commission
d. The completion of their education



9. Why did Luke not end the story of the book of Acts?
a. He ran out of paper.
b. The Chuch is still writing its own history today.
c. He died before he finished writing.
d. He wrote the ending, but parts of the book were lost throughout history.

10. How many decided to follow Jesus as their
a. About3,000
b. Everyone who was there
c. Almost no one because they were all afraid
d. Luke does not tell us how many

11. What was the significance of the Feast of Pentecost?
a. It was a celebration of the harvest.
b. It was a memorial to Jewish martyrs.
C . It was a celebration of the Exodus, God
d. It was simply a day for Jews to take time off from work.

12. Why was this an appropriate and symbolic time for the Holy Spirit to come?
a. It represents the fadtat we do not have to do any work anymore; the Great

Commi ssion is all wup to Goddos power.

b . It kept the Spiritdés presence a secret
them were out of town for the holiday.

C . 't repr es ent singthoegh &poiharvedt €osls apdilhe r wo r k

Great Commission.

d. It represents the | ast of Godés great w

13. What did the miraculous signs of Pentecost mean?
a. They were a pattern that we must duplicate again and again.
b. Theysignified that only the apostles could have access to supernatural power.
c. They teach us that we can only encounter God in a very emotional experience.
d. They were a prophecy to those who heard, as well as a fulfillment of Old
Testament prophecy.

h you asked God for this gift of being empowered by His Spirit? If not, would you

g’) In what ways can the Holy Spirit help you know God and fulfill His purposes? Have
consider asking Him to empower you for His purposes now?

r' Thank God that He has come to His peap power and that He is still working

) through the church today. Ask Him to continue to empower you through His Spirit,
8 and ask Him to give you opportunities to help fulfill the Great Commission this
week.



] Going Deeper

1. For what did Jesus instruct Higllbwers to wait before they began to obey His Great
Commission?

2. What is the significance of the fact that the book of Acts begins with the Great Commission
and all four Gospels end with that same Commission?

3. How did the apostles know they were to teach those who professed to be disciples of Jesus?

4. When you decide to personally obey the Great Commisaioat four specific commands of
Jesus are you to obey? (Consider Matthew 2218

5. How long doest take to teach a newdgrofessed disciple all the things that Jesus commanded
the apostles to observe while they were following ldirary dayfor three years?

6. Generally speaking, is the Church of Jesus Christ obeying these four commandments of Jesus
today?

7. Thinking specifically, have you ever taken the Great Commission of Jesus seeiooisgh to
personally obey that commission yourself? Do you agree with this statement of a devout
mi ssi onary SGreattCemsnission is théCharter of the Church and like any other

organi zation the Church must fulfill? the term




The Visible Fingerprints of the
Invisible Church

Chapter Two
Audio lesson: New Testament 32

4 -, Objective: To urderstand how the invisible universal church is expressed in the
local visible church.

)

-

They devoted themsel ves tfadlowshipgoteepost | esd
breaking of bread and to prayer.

0 Acts 2:2

2\

The second chapter of Acts begins by describing the Day of Pentecost, which was the

birthday of the church. On that day, the risen Christ began to build the church in order to

evangelize the world with Him and for Him. Anytime the Holy Spirit came ygample in

the book of Acts, it was always related to the purpose given to the church in the Great

Commi ssion: for them to be Jesusd witnesses i
and to the ends of the eartho (Acts 1:8).

As you study the book of &s, observe the patterns that emerge in the first generation of the
church. These are fAthe visible fingerprints o
believers each of us belongs to in a community is to be a local, visible expression of the

invisible, universal Church the risen Christ is building in this world. Just as our fingerprints

can identify where we have been and what we have touched, the church can be identified by
Afingerprints. o I n Acts, theoavideng cthh avta sGd&ah ®svn
Spirit was at work. These include evangelism, teaching, fellowship, worship, prayer, unity,

diversity, plurality of leaders, empathy (or love), and equality. These also measure the health

of a church today. When we see these characteristas ichurches, we can measure the

degree to which our church is a visible expression of the universal church Jesus is building.

1. True orfalse? All Christians have the same spiritual gifts.
2. Trueor false? Everyone who is born again is a membereoiintvisible, universal church.
3. Trueor false? The church is really the church when it is reaching out and evangelizing.

4. True orfalse€? When the Holy Spirit lives inside of a person, that person does not need to
be taught anymore.

5. True orfalse? It is impossible to have diversity and unity in the same group of people.



Unless otherwise noted, choose one answer for each question.

6. Why did the apostles appoint people to fulfill some of the practical needs of the church?
a. They were too imptant to do common labor.
b. They were not concerned for the physical needs of people.
c. They needed to devote themselves to the Word of God and to prayer.
d. They had to isolate themselves from other people in order to keep themselves
pure.

7Which of the following are the Afingerprints
expression? (choose all that apply)

a. Dramatic miracles

b. Fellowship

c. Prayer

d. Wealth

e. Empathy, or love

f. A large church building

g. Worship

h. Professioal ministers

i. Unity

J. Diversity

k. Evangelism

l. Long pilgrimages

m. Extreme selflenial

n. Plurality

0. Equality

p. Tolerance for all paths to God

g. Poverty

r. Teaching



8. Why is evangelism an important ministry of the church?
a. Bringingpeople to Christ is part of the Great Commission.
b. The church needs to grow in order to influence society.
c. The church needs to grow in order to receive more donations.
d. It is important for Christians to outnumber people of other religions.

9. What should the church do for those who receive the gospel and join the congregation?
a. Nothing they have all they need.
b. Teach them and help them grow as disciples.
c. Require them to donate their entire income to the church.
d. Test them for at leta year before accepting them into the church to see if their
faith is genuine.

10. Which of the following is true of the early believers in Acts?
a. They all spoke the same language and looked alike.
b. They were all from Jerusalem.
c. They all bekeved exactly the same things.
d. They were very diverse but united in their faith in Jesus.

11. Who is responsible for ministry in the church?
a. Only one pastor
b. Only those who are paid for their work
c. Everyond multiple pastors and elders as waslcommon members
d. Only those who prove they know the scriptures extremely well

12. How are the members of the church related to each other?
a. We are all members of one body.
b. We are required to live in the same community.
c. We are commanded serve the pastor together.
d. We are related only by similar beliefs but have no other bond.

( Which Afingerprintso of the church do you
h know? Which ones are the most difficult for human beings to fulfill suttihe
N Spirité

6s power? How does the Holy Spirit
serve others with our spiritual gifts? In what ways can you serve God in your local church?

for choosng to come to people who will love and serve Him. Ask Him to give you
opportunities to minister to Him and to others by the power of His Spirit. Ask Him
especially to help you share the good news of Jesus with others.

rJ Thank God for the visible expression of the body of Carisie church. Thank Him
Jj : %



Going Deeper

1. Relate the importance of sthgroups as a context in which to apply many of the fingerprints
mentioned in this commentary on the book of Acespecially fellowship.

2. Why is it that we must maintain our diversity while achieving and experiencing unity?

3. Why should the diversity of individuals ineé Church be celebrated rather than resolved?

4. Since the Greek word for pastor is always in the plural when we read about the New
Testament Church, what would it take to have a plurality of pastors in our churches today?

5. When we think of the ring fingerprint of empathy on the left hartie@ Church, how might
we relate that to the ring fingerprint of worship on the right hand of a Biblical Church?

6. Jesus gave a New Commandment as He was finishing His three years with the apostles (John
13: 34, 35). How can you relate this statement to that commertdin T h e wady ¢ogeach
out is to reach io?

7. According to Peter in his sermon on the Day of Pentecost, who was responsible for all the
signs and wonders and the thousands of conversions in response tmbis?ser




The Visible Patterns of the
Invisible Church

Chapter Three
Audio lesson: New Testament 33

7~ Objective: To understand the patterns of the early church as it faced many
opportunities and confronted many challenges

-

2 After they prayed, #hplace where they were meeting was shaken. And they were
4// all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. All the believers

Z were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his
own, but they shareglverything they had. With great power the apostles continued to testify
to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all.

o0 Acts 4:3133

20\
N
\

In Acts we see the history of the first century church unfolded with its punpassise,

power, performance, and preaching. The church faced persecution from outside, and
deception and temptation from within. As
patterns to follow and problems to avoid in our churches today.

Some of the pé&trns of the church include selfless and generous giving, civil disobedience
when human authorities contradict Godos i
use of spiritual gifts, martyrdom, refusing to use the Spirit for personal gaihgalidg.

God used all of these patterns to teach His people and to further His purposes in fulfilling the
Great Commission. He continues to do so through people and churches that allow His Spirit

to work in them freely.

1C

Godoéd

nstr



1. True orfalse? The Bible teaclsethat Christians should not own anything.

2. True orfalse€? God urges His people to disobey the government at all times.

w

ontradicted Godobds will

O

IS

Unless otherwise noted, choose one answer for each question.

5. Why were the believers in Acts so generous?
a. The Spirit filled them with a desire to give and help each other.
b. They wanted to earn Godoés
c. They were extremely wealthy.
d. Giving was a requirement for church membership.

. Trueor false? Peter and John disobeyed the civil authorities only when those authorities

. True orfalse? There is no difference between pastoral and practical spiritual gifts.

favor .

6. Why did God discipline Ananias and Sapphira?
a. They lied to God and to the apostles.
b. They tried to deceive the apostles gralchurch.
c. They were greedy.
d. All of the above
7. What does it mean to be Ahol yo?
a. You will no longer sin.
b. You no longer associate with common people.
c. You are set apart for God.
d. You are supernaturally enlightened.
8. Which ofthe following spiritual gifts are pastoral? (choose all that apply)
a. Counseling
b. Teaching
c. Administration
d. Serving food
9. What should a pastordéds nor mal responsi bili
a. Managing the churchoés finances
b. Organi zi rdginigtrétien c hur chés a
c. Cleaning the churchds meeting pl ace
d. Spending time in Godds Word and praying

10. What effect does persecution have on the church?

a . It threatens the
b. It prunes the church and helps it grow.
c. It causes thehurch to disbelieve God.

d. It has no effect.

churchdés survival

11



11. Why did Peter rebuke Simon the sorcerer?
a. Peter felt threatened because Simon had so much power.
b. Simon tried to cast a spell on Peter.

c. Simon thought he coul dmbkeyoneyhe Spiritods

d. Simon openly opposed God.

12. How do miracles of healing in Acts compar

a. Just as Jesus did many healings, so did His followers in the book of Acts.

b. Jesus healed many, but His followers did rasehthat gift.

c. Jesus did not do many healings, but the Holy Spirit empowered His followers to
do them.

d. Neither Jesus nor His followers did many healings.

13. When Peter and John healed the lame man at the temple, what did that miracle
accomplisHfor them?

a. It made them famous.

b. It began a great persecution in the church.

c. It became a greater opportunity for them to preach the gospel.

d. No one really noticed the miracle.

14. Which of the following are patterns of the church in Acts?
a. Giving
b. Establishing isolated communities
c. Healing
d. Spiritual gifts
e. Casual attitude toward sin
f. Civil disobedience
g. Using the Holy Spirit selfishly
h. Refusing to profit from the Spiritos
i. Church discipline
J. Martyrdom
k. Hostility toward outsiders

f Which of the New Testament patterns of the church do you see in churches today?
How do you see God using those patterns for His glory? In what ways do these
W patterns challenge or encourage you to know Him better?

the earth. Ask Him to use you powerfully in His plans, to teach you His ways, to

" ] Thank God for working powerflyl through His people to establish His purposes in
’ff give you opportunities to use your spiritual gifts, and to help you live completely for

Him.

12
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Going Deeper

1. How does the fat that immediately after Pentecost the believers did not want to own
anything relate to holiness?

2. What is the difference between a pastoral spiritual gift pattern and a practical spiritual gift
pattern?

3. With what specific responsibility were the first deacons commissioned by the apobkitds
greatly blessed the power and effectiveness of the church? Should we implement and apply that
principle in our churches toga

4. Relate the way persecution scattered the church to the Great Commisiamhich the
book begins.

5. When and only when should a devout follower of Jesus disobey the @igiirgnent?

6. Towhat degree and in what ways should the church today practice church disegline
taught in principle by the case of Ananias and Sapphira?

7. How can you take your own personal spiritual gift inventory and then use your spiritual gift
patternin the church of which you are a part?

13



Patterns of Pentecost

Chapter Four
Audio lesson: New Testament 34

' Objective: To understand the message of Stephen and to introduce the ministry of
Saul, also known as Paul.

P=_ > Sephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God,
'and Jesus standing at the right hand of C
d and the Son of Man standing at the right
0 Acts 7:5556

|/

After the appointing of the first deacons in chapter six, weaebdo ut St ephends arre
stunning sermon to the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem, and his death. After he masterfully

summarized the Old Testament and accused the religious leaderstoigadyeases, the

prophets, and now Jesus, they stoned him to death.

Two important things occurred after the death of Stephen. God used the death of Stephen to
impact Saul, a Pharisee who would later become the greatest missionary, apostle, and
Christian tacher; and He used the persecution of Christians to scatter them and take the
gospel to the regions beyond Jerusalem.

The book of Acts is really a fnAperpetual Pente
fulfilled thr oughnce ihegospelrcdnynued to spreadithdosighthe e d i e
Spirités power as Christians scattered, tawugh

14



1.Trueor f alse? The book of Acts is a fiperpetual

2. Trueor false? Nearly everything in the book of Acts is somelelated to the Great
Commission.

3. True orfalse? Stephen was very practical and had almost no pastoral gifts.
4. Trueor false? The power of the Spirit was on Stephen as he preached his sermon.
Unless otherwise noted, choose one answer for each guiesti

5. What is the primary power behind biblical preaching?
a. The years of study by the preacher
b. The professional skills of the preacher
c. The gift of the Holy Spirit
d. The size and interest of the audience

6. What did Stephen talk abanthis sermon? (choose all that apply)
a. The story of the entire Old Testament
b. The importance of keeping all of the Old Testament laws
c. How the world will end and when Jesus is coming back
d. The fact that Jesus was the Messiah whom the relitgadsrs rejected

7. How did the religious | eaders respond to S
a. They were very angry and stoned him to death.
b. They laughed at him and walked away.
c. They put him in prison.
d. They agreed with him and repented of their sins.

8. What is Saul doing when he is introduced in the book of Acts?
a. Defending Stephen
b. Approving those who stoned Stephen and holding their coats
c. Listening to the teaching of the apostles
d. Sitting in a Roman prison for preaching the gospel

9. What did Saul do soon after Stephen was killed?
a. He repented of his sins and was baptized.
b. He had a meal with the apostles and discussed the Christian faith.
c. He blamed all of his friends for treating Stephen too harshly.
d. He zealously persecuat€hristians.

10. What did Saul (or Paul) do soon after he met the risen Christ?
a. He immediately went to the apostles to explain what happened.
b. He hid in fear of the Jewish leaders.
c. He went to Arabia and spent time with Jesus.
d. He went on anission trip to preach the good news and start churches.

15



11. How long did Paul spend preparing for his ministry?
a. Three years
b. Four years
c. Fourteen years
d. All of the above are possible. Scholars do not agree, but it was at least three
years.

( Stephen gave his life to preach the truth. How much would you give up to follow
God? What sacrifices do you think God wants you to be willing to make as you
N serve Him?

Paul was a very unlikely convert to faith in Jesus. What does his conversion tell us about
G o dpbwer to save? What does his ministry tell us about the kind of people God chooses to
serve Him? What Aunlikelyd person can you

power to save even the most unlikely people. Pray specifically for those who are
opposed to Jesus and ask God to show themutieand save them. Ask Him to stir
up your zeal to serve Him sacrificially.

V'J Thank God for those who serve Him sacrificially and zealously. Thank Him for His
J/ : %

16
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] Going Deeper

1. How does the martyrdom of Stephen relate to the great verse written by the Apostle Paul
(Romans 8:28)n which Paul writes that all things fit into a pattern for goodeflave God and
are called according to His plan?

2. How can you relate the Pentecost of Acts Chapter Two with the Pentecosts in Samaria
(chapter 8), at the beginningandihthémnsty@d@s mi ni s
Peter at the home of the Roman Centur@ornelius (chapter 10)?

3. Even though those Pentecosts may have been unique in details, how do they relate in principle
to the Pentecosthatwe need as we seek to spread the Gospel to the world?

4. Can we obeynd implement the Great Commission without Pentecostal pdexgtain.

5. Do you believe it is possibindin fact, absolutely necessary, for you to have a personal
PentecostExplain.

6. In what ways did Jesus show us how to seek a par&entecost in Luke 11:18?

7. Is it truly, actually possible for us to live out the life and ministry to which we are called as
followers of Jesus Christ without a personal Pentecost?

17



How to Make a Disciple

Chapter Five
Audio lesson: New Testamein35

5

Objective: To understand how God uses His disciples to make other disciples.

-

Then Peter began to speak: Al now reali zé
R favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear hindanghat is right.
0 Acts 10:3435

N

Two stories in the book of Acts show us how God makes disciples. In one story, the Holy
Spirit led Philip to go to the desert and share the good news with an Ethiopian official. The
Ethiopian had been readiagprophecy of the Messiah in Isaiah but did not understand it.
Philip shared the truth with him and, when the Ethiopian believed in Jesus, Philip baptized
him. In the other story, God gave visions to Peter and Cornelius in order to help them
overcome theiprejudices, so Gentiles could hear the gospel just as Jews did. When Peter
explained the truth about Jesus to Cornelius and his household, the Holy Spirit came upon
these Gentiles just as He had done on the day of Pentecost.

In these stories about Philgmd Peter, we find a formula that shows us how to make a

disciple. These inspired examples show us how the Holy Spirit must be working through the

Word of God and in the lives of the lost person and the disgipleer. When the Word of

God is received ia heart of faith, a spiritual conception takes place. We can play an

i mportant part in making disciples as we shar
their hearts to help them understand and receive it.

—

/"““1“
i
4:

=
-

"’l)'
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1. Trueor false? The Holy Spirit overcampee o pl ed6s prejudice sever al t
Acts.

2. True orfalse? Peter refused to go to the home of a Gentile, even after God told him to do
So.

3. True orfalse€? Peter allowed Cornelius to bow down to him because Peter was a
representative of God

4.Trueor f alse? The Holy Spirit fell upon the Ge
finished speaking.

Unless otherwise noted, choose one answer for each question.
5. What was the meaning of Peteadisit?vi si on of

a. The gospel is meant for the animal kingdom as wédtiras
human beings.

b. God did not care anymore about onebs di
c. We should never consider any human being to be unclean.
d. Peter was under a lot of stress and should get more sleep

6. What soci al boundary did the gospel Cross

a. The line between military people and civilians
b. The line between Jews and Gentiles

c. The line between different age groups

d. The line between pelapof different skin colors

7. Why did Philip go to Gaza to speak to the Ethiopian?
a. He preferred to work in isolated places.
b. The Holy Spirit told him to do it.
c. He knew the Ethiopiands travel plans an
d. It happened comglely by chance.

8. What is the most important aspect of baptism?
a. The modé whether a person is immersed or sprinkled
b. The place where it occurs
c. The words spoken before, during, and after
d. The meaning of the event and the person

9. Which of the following is a good description of baptism?
a. A spiritual wedding ceremony
b. A private, internal attitude
c. An unnecessary attempt to prove oneds s
d. A rigid, detailed ritual that must be done perfectly

18



10. What does baptisaccomplish?
a. It saves us from our sins. We cannot be saved without being baptized.
b. It proves that we are sincere.
c. Itis a public confession of our faith.
d. It shows everyone how spiritually mature we are.

11. Which of the following are vitaesources for making a disciple?
a. The Word of God
b. The Spirit of God
c. A servant of God
d. All of the above

12. In whom must the Holy Spirit work in order to make a disciple?
a. In the person who shares his or her faith
b. In the person whbears the Word and receives it
c. Both the one who shares the Word and the one who hears it
d. Neithed it is entirely an intellectual decision

h might God want to useoy to help fulfill the Great Commission? In what ways

!] Have you ever asked God to use you to help make a disciple? If not, why not? How
?\ would you need to be empowered to do so?

Thank God for the empowerment and spiritual gifts He gives to each of us. Ask Him
to help you gow as a disciple and to lead you to people with whom you can share
your faith.

r’J Thank God for the people who have shared the good news of salvation with you.
J, ‘ %
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= Going Deeper

1. How did the decision of Paul to move into Europe rather than Asia impact church and secular
history?

2. The first two dapters of Galatians inform us that Paul spent somewhere between three and
fourteen years in Arabia with the risen Christ before he consulted with the apostles and began his
dynamic missionary ministry. How do you believe Paul was able to convince thiahlea

was as much an apostle as they were?

3. How do we apply what we learn about divine guidance from the reality that God told Ananias
an overview of His will for the life of Paul but only gave Paul one directive?

4. How are we to pply what we learn about divine guidance from the reality that the Apostle
Paul saw a man in his Macedonian call/visiomt when he arrived in Philippi he found a prayer
meeting made upolely of women?

5. How do we apply the adity that beginning with what God gave him, Paul opened the Word,
the Holy Spirit opened the heart of Lydia and
favorite and most important sending church?

6. What does it mean to believe orethord Jesus Christ and know that you and your house will
be saved?

21



7.What was different about Paul dés strategy and
think he changed?

22



The Personal Pentecost of Paul

Chapter Six
Audio lesson: New Testament 36
5’:, !Objective:To |l earn about Paul ds encounter with

s_s/ God called him to fulfill.

V/ Al have appeared to you to appoint you as
have seen ahe and what | will show you. | will rescue you from your own people
L 4‘ and from the Gentiles. | am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them

from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive

forgivenessof i ns and a place among those who are sal

d Acts 26:1618

Saul, also known as Paul, had an unusual encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus. We
cannot explain this apostle apart frorattaxperience. It was the tung point in his life that

shaped his future and the future of the church. This experience is described several times in
the book of Acts, twice by Paul when he was on trial.

Paul had been a Chrkaiter and had been persecuting Christians, but whenalgseared to

him, the Lord asked, AWhy are you persecuting
talking to, so he asked, AWho are you, Lord?o
Saul was transformed to thecdntamehesf ot né Pamu

andbridled He became a different man who was humbl

Later in Paul és |l etters, he would explain all/l
through Jesus. But when he first met Jesus, his question wésWdt,at ar e you goi ng
for me?0 He asked, ALord, what do you want me

After his experience on the Damascus road, Paul was led to a man named Ananias who
would baptize him. God showed Ananias his future plans foidP#alt he would be a
choserinstrument to take the gospel first to Jews and then to Gentiles and their kings. When
Ananias learned that this enemy of the church had been converted, he considered Paul a
brother because he understood the power of the gospel: that the grace of Ged livas\g

1. Trueor false? When Saul first appears in the book of Acts, he is a-@htestand an
enemy of the church.

2. Trueorfals&? Saul 6s conversion was based entirely
gospel, not on experience.

3. Trueor false? Jesus accused Saul of persecuting Him, not just the church.

23



4. Trueoralse€? Saul 6s anger against the church was a
working in him at all.

Unless otherwise noted, choose one answer for each question.

5,Howd d Jesus respond to Saul 6s hatred of HiIi m?
a. He vowed never to let Saul into His kingdom.
b. He punished Saul by making him sick.
c. He protected His followers from Saul so that no believer would ever suffer
because of him.
d. He appeared to Saul inder to convince him of truth and call him to ministry.

6. What question did Jesus ask Saul?
a. AWhy are you persecuting me?o0
b. AWhy are you so zealous?0o
c. AHow |l ong have you been traveling on th
d. AWould you consisgderonwa®l unteering for a

7. What question did Saul ask Jesus?

a. AHow did the resurrection actually happ
b. AWho are you, Lord?2o
c. AWhat does the parable of the Prodigal
d. AWhat i s heaven | ike?0

8. What 1is most i mport antecéthdrencoustermiGode 6s fipe

a. How they made it happen

b. The details of the experience

c. The results of the experience

d. Whether other people approve of their experience
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