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Love and a 

Biblical Perspective on Divorce 
 

Chapter 6 

Audio Lesson: FAM06 

 

   Objective: To understand the dynamic of love in a marriage relationship and what the   

   Bible says about divorce. 

 

 

       Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is   

       not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.   

       Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always 

trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. . . . And now these three remain, faith, 

hope, and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

—1 Corinthians 13:4-8, 13 

 

“I hate divorce, “says the LORD God of Israel, “and I hate a man’s covering himself with 

violence as he covers himself with his garments,” says the LORD Almighty.  

—Malachi 2:16 

 

Oneness—the two becoming one flesh—is the foundation of a marriage relationship, and love is 

the expression of that oneness. Without love, we can never have the kind of marriage God 

intended. But the kind of love necessary for a fulfilling marriage is the supernatural love of 

God—agape love. As we are told in 1 Corinthians 13, this kind of love is patient, kind, not 

envious, not boastful or proud, not rude or selfish, not easily angered, forgiving, delighting in 

truth, protective, trusting, hopeful, and persevering. We can only show that love through the 

power of God’s Spirit living in us. Therefore, having Christ at the center of our lives and letting 

Him live and love through us is a vital key to a good marriage. This kind of love is irreplaceable, 

indestructible, unconditional, inspirational, and irresistible. We must realize this kind of love is 

impossible without God’s help.  
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God intended marriages to be indissoluble. The Bible is realistic in that it recognizes our failures 

and inability to live up to God’s highest standards. Sometimes marriages fail and couples get 

divorced. God gives us instructions about marriage and family that are designed to help us fulfill 

His plans for us. God’s Word teaches us to have boundaries for marriage that protect and 

preserve the relationship, but all of them are based in His love and His good purposes for us. 

 

1. True or false? Love is an internal feeling that has no effect on how we behave. 

 

2. True or false? We can never show others the kind of love God shows us. 

 

3. True or false? Love as the Bible describes it is a supernatural, unchanging part of who God is. 

 

4. True or false? At its heart, true love is centered on others and not on ourselves. 

 

5. True or false? God’s original purpose for marriage was for it to be a permanent relationship. 

 

6. True or false? The Bible does not allow divorce for any reason. 

 

 Unless otherwise noted, choose one answer for each question. 

 

7. When we come to Christ in faith, what becomes the center of our life? 

 a. Ourselves 

 b. Jesus 

 c. Our work 

 d. Our church 

 

8. What is the biggest problem in marriage? 

 a. Your spouse 

 b. Money 

 c. Selfishness 

 d. Children 

 

9. God’s love is _______________. 

 a. Faithful 

 b. Everlasting 

 c. Unconditional 

 d. All of the above 

 

10. To be able to love the way God loves, what must we realize? (choose all that apply) 

 a. I am not this kind of love, but God is. 

 b. I can not love this way, but God can. 

 c. I many times do not want to love, but God does. 

 d. All of the above 
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11. Which of the following does the Bible give as valid reasons for divorce? (choose all that 

apply) 

 a. The couple is no longer compatible. 

 b. One spouse shows a pattern of adultery. 

 c. The husband or wife no longer feels love for the other. 

 d. An unbelieving spouse decides to leave because the other spouse has 

 become a Christian. 

 e. The couple cannot agree on how many children to have. 

 

12. What is the primary purpose of God’s instructions related to family and marriage? 

 a. To control our desires 

 b. To inhibit our freedom 

 c. To force us to choose obedience over love 

 d. To give us fulfilling relationships and a happy home 

  

  How fully do you think you are experiencing God’s purpose for your marriage? In what   

  ways can you grow to experience His love and demonstrate His love more fully?  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What do you need to do to make your marriage stronger, to make your home happier, and to 

protect your marriage from divorce? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Thank God for His desire to fulfill us with love, meaningful relationships, and happy   

   homes. Ask God to fill your home life with His presence and His love. If there is any   

   area in which you need to obey God more fully, ask Him to help you do that and 

commit to growing in your relationships according to His purposes.  
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1. Rate your love for your spouse against each of the 15 virtues of 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is unconditional love, and how does it build up a family? ________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How is it possible to love as set forth in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7? _________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. In a marriage of a believer and an unbeliever, which has freedom to leave the marriage, 

according to the Scripture? _______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. If a couple who have been divorced and remarried comes to the Lord, what is Paul’s counsel 

regarding their marriage? _________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What is the purpose of the law of marriage and family? _______________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Why is the last third of life so important for children and grandchildren? _________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Going Deeper 


